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According to the Glossary of Prosthodontic Terms, provisional prosthesis is defined as dental prosthesis designed to enhance esthetics, stabilization and/or function for a limited period of time, after which it is to be replaced by a definitive dental prosthesis. Often such prostheses are used to assist in determination of the therapeutic effectiveness of a specific treatment plan or the form and function of the planned for definitive prosthesis. For these reasons, provisional prostheses have always been an integral part of conventional fixed prosthodontics. In implant prosthodontics, however, the use of provisional prosthesis has often been overlooked. In this presentation, the rationales for provisionalization on implants will be discussed. In recent years, esthetic dentistry has become increasingly popular, especially for maxillary anterior restorations. The development of novel dental biomaterials and dental CAD/CAM processing technologies are so exciting in our daily dental practice. Evidently, these new technologies have made a significant impact to esthetic dentistry in terms of improving accuracy, replicability, effectiveness and efficiency. However, there remain deficiencies when it comes to high end esthetic requirements. In order to achieve the ultimate The abrasion, attrition and erosion are the common causes of worn teeth. It changes the location of intercuspal position (ICP). In general when the ICP is lost, it may develop reduced vertical dimension of occlusion. In regards to harmonious relation of condyle in TMJ and muscle function; it is obligatory for the clinician to reestablish it. However the generalized attrition does not always manifest the loss of vertical dimension of occlusion (VDO). Sometimes the eruption of teeth and the alveolar bone growth with adaptation compensates the loss of tooth structure and maintains the VDO. Therefore, the long term clinical success demands correct assessment of occlusal vertical dimension and interocclusal rest space in regards to centric relation before final prosthesis. The clinician uses removable occlusal splints in upper arch of his patient and restores teeth with composite and glass ionomer in lower arch with estimated increased vertical dimension of occlusion as interim procedure for three months to observe any symptoms in TMJ and muscle function. Being a developing country in the South Asian region, Sri Lankan population of 20 million people enjoys the benefits of free health care delivery and the free education. Advances in health education and health care delivery systems have lead Sri Lanka to gradually shift to an aging population. In contrast to most developed countries, Sri Lanka's demographic transition and population ageing has occurred despite slow economic growth. In this context managing elderly who are going to retain some teeth into their old age will cause specific problems complicated by economic factors which necessitate intervention by the prosthodontist in a different way.
In Sri Lanka, oral cancer is the most prevalent cancer among males. Rehabilitation of patients who have undergone surgery by prosthetic means is also a challenge faced by the prosthodontist. The presentation will highlight how these challenges are addressed in tertiary care centers where cost is going to be a deciding factor. Both the undergraduate and
